Rutgers University—New Brunswick
Office of Fraternity & Sorority Affairs
Social Event Policy

I. Purpose & Scope

This policy establishes the standards and expectations for fraternities and sororities hosting social events
at Rutgers University—New Brunswick. It is designed to promote safety, inclusion, and adherence to
university, local, state, and federal regulations.

I1. Applicability

This policy applies to all recognized fraternities and sororities. Organizations must comply with the
stricter of either Rutgers’ policies or those of their inter/national organization.

II1. Education & Training

e All chapters must attend the mandatory OFSA Social Policy Webinar each semester.

¢ A minimum of 30% of chapter members, including the President and Social Chair, must
maintain current certification in OFSA Alcohol Education Training.

e Attend required fire safety training provided by OFSA and NBFD.

¢  Only chapters meeting these education standards may host social events with alcohol.

IV. General Policy Requirements
A. Registration & Approval

e All social events where alcohol is present must be registered in advance with OFSA.

e Permitted events include Invitation Parties, Mixers, Date Parties and Formals.

¢ Social events with alcohol may be registered during the fall and spring semesters on Thursday
and Friday evenings, and Saturday afternoons or evenings (unless otherwise noted on the Greek
calendar). Events are not permitted during recruitment, summer, or Thanksgiving, winter, and
spring breaks. Exceptions for special events may be granted at OFSA’s discretion.

e Chapters that meet the OFSA service requirement (an average of 5 hours per member per
semester) may register up to two social events per weekend, unless otherwise noted on the Greek
calendar. Chapters that do not meet the requirement are limited to one event per weekend.

¢ Guest/Attendance Lists are required for all social events.

e The use of party promoters is prohibited.

¢  MGC/NPHC chapters hosting off-campus parties must submit proof of approval from their
regional director and register the event with OFSA as a third-party vendor function. Party
promoters are not allowed.

e Providing false or misleading information on the Event Registration form or Attendance List is

prohibited. Such actions will result in the cancellation of the event and referral to the Office of
Student Conduct.



B. Alcohol Use & Prohibited Substances

Whether on or off chapter property, at a chapter event, or at any situation that could be connected
to the chapter, alcohol can only be possessed, sold, used, or consumed if the event follows all
state, local, and university laws. It must also follow the OFSA Social Event Policy and Operating
Procedures.

Alcohol cannot be bought using chapter money, and no member is allowed to buy alcohol for
other members or guests on behalf of the chapter or in the chapter’s name for any chapter event.
Chapters may not co-host or contribute funds to any event where alcohol is purchased by any of
the participating groups or organizations.

Alcohol is limited to BYOB: individuals age 21+ may bring up to four (4) 16 oz. beers or four (4)
12 oz. hard seltzers (max 5% ABV).

Common sources (e.g., kegs, coolers, punch) and open bars are strictly prohibited.

Alcohol may not be provided to or consumed by minors.

Drinking games are prohibited.

Illegal drugs or controlled substances are prohibited.

C. Event Restrictions

All social events must be private and unadvertised.

Events must follow all applicable fire, occupancy, and safety codes.

Social events may not exceed three (3) hours, begin before 9:00 AM, or end after 1:00 AM,
unless otherwise approved by OFSA.

Overnight events are not permitted.

Events occurring 25+ miles from campus require licensed and insured transportation.
Co-sponsorship with taverns, bars, or alcohol distributors is not permitted. No chapter, member(s)
and/or guest(s) may benefit from exclusive promotions, discounts or gifts in which alcohol is
given away, discounted or provided to those present.

Bar/Pub Crawls are prohibited.

Presenting false identification is not permitted.

D. Safety and Inclusion

Events must have inclusive, non-offensive, and non-discriminatory themes.

Adequate food and non-alcoholic beverages must be provided at all events with alcohol.
The use of “ratios” is prohibited.

All attendees must be at least 18 years old.

Chapters must follow Rutgers’ Medical Amnesty Policy in emergency situations.
Alcohol use is strictly prohibited at recruitment, intake, new member activities and
service/philanthropy events.

V. Violations & Sanctions

Violations of this policy will result in:

Referral to the Office of Student Conduct
Sanctions will be based on the severity, frequency, and impact of the violation on the campus
community.



Rutgers University—New Brunswick
Office of Fraternity & Sorority Affairs
Social Event Operating Procedures

I. Purpose

These procedures support the OFSA Social Event Policy by providing clear operational guidance for
planning and managing compliant social events. These steps must be followed by all chapters hosting
events where alcohol may be present.

I1. Education & Certification Requirements

¢ Social Policy Webinar: Mandatory each semester for all chapters.

¢ Alcohol Education Certification: At least 30% of members, including the President and Social
Chair, must maintain current certification.

e  Only certified chapters may register events involving alcohol.

I11. Event Registration Requirements
A. General

e All events with alcohol—on- or off-campus—must be registered using the OFSA Online
Registration Form.

Non-alcoholic events held at venues where alcohol is served/accessible must also be registered.
Guest/Attendance Lists are required for all social events.

Late or incomplete registrations may be denied or canceled.

Chapters on the Past Due may not hold social events.

Events must align with dates listed on the Greek Calendar.

B. Deadlines
¢ House Parties (BYOB): Register by Sunday at midnight, at least 2 weeks before the event.

e Third-Party Vendor Events: Register by Sunday at midnight, at least 3 weeks before the
event.

IV. House Party (BYOB) Procedures
A. Event Types

e Permitted formats include: Invitation Parties, Mixers, Date Nights and Formals

e Mixers are member-only; all other events are 1 guest per member.

¢ Events must be private and limited to active members and pre-approved guests (max 1 guest
per member).

B. Required Planning Meetings



e Advisor/Student Leadership Planning Meeting — Chapter must meet with advisor to complete
the Event Planning Checklist with chapter advisor.

¢ OFSA Event Planning Meeting — Scheduled with OFSA at least 1 business day before the
event.

C. Entry & Guest Management
¢ One point of entry is required.
e All attendees must be ID-checked and wrist banded (provided by OFSA)
o Tab wrist bands for 21+ (used to redeem alcohol)
o Plain wrist bands for under 21

D. Alcohol Redemption

¢ BYOB policy allows redemption of one can per person at a time.
¢ Unredeemed alcohol must be returned to its owner by 5:00 PM the next day.

E. Staffing & Monitors
e Minimum of 1 OFSA-trained Event Monitor per 15 attendees.
e Monitors must remain sober and active throughout the event.
e Chapters are encouraged to hire private security for each registered house party.
F. Food & Beverages
¢ Adequate non-salty food and non-alcoholic beverages must be available throughout the event.

G. Time Limits

e Maximum event duration: 3 hours
e Events must end by 1:00 AM unless otherwise approved by OFSA.

V. Third-Party Vendor Event Procedures
A. Event Types

e Includes: Private Date/Invitation Parties, Mixers, Formals.
B. Registration Requirements

e Online form submission plus:

o Third-Party Vendor Checklist
Liquor license
Proof of liability insurance
Transportation contracts (if applicable)
Guest List
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C. Meetings

¢ Same planning sequence as BYOB events:
1. Advisor/Leadership Planning Meeting
2. OFSA Event Planning Meeting

D. Transportation

Licensed and insured transportation is required for events held 25+ miles from campus.
Members and guests are required to use the contracted transportation.

Open containers and drinking on buses are strictly prohibited.

Intoxicated members/guests may not board the bus

Chapter advisors are encouraged to be present during boarding and upon return.
Overnight events are not permitted.

E. Alcohol Service

e No Open Bar. Alcohol must be purchased individually by guests age 21+ from the vendor.
e No outside alcohol is permitted at the venue.

F. Food & Beverages

¢ The vendor must provide sufficient non-alcoholic drinks and substantial food throughout the
event.

G. Event Monitoring & Security
e Minimum of 1 OFSA-trained Event Monitor per 15 attendees is required.
o If the third-party vendor doesn’t provide security, chapters hosting events with alcohol are
encouraged to hire private security on their own.

H. Event End Time

e All events must end by 1:00 AM.
¢ Overnight events are not permitted.

VI. Pre-Event & Post-Event Responsibilities
Pre-Event
¢ Complete Event Planning Checklist with chapter advisor.

¢ Attend both planning meetings (Advisor & OFSA).
e Confirm food, beverages, monitor staffing, and guest entry procedures.



Post-Event

e  Submit:

o Final attendance list

o Photos of food/beverage tables

o Confirmation email to chapter advisor and OFSA Director
e Return any unredeemed alcohol by 5:00 PM the following day.

VII. Violations
Failure to follow these procedures may result in:
¢ Cancellation of event registration

e Loss of social privileges
e Conduct referrals to the Office of Student Conduct



Glossary
Active Member — Any initiate or new member listed on the chapter’s official OFSA roster.

Advertising — Publicizing fraternity/sorority social events is prohibited. Events with alcohol are private
and may not be advertised via social media, searchlights, banners, signs, postcards, or any other medium.

Alcoholic Beverages — Only beer or hard seltzer (maximum 5% ABYV) are allowed at BYOB events.
Each attendee 21+ may bring one 4-pack of 16 oz. beer or 12 oz. seltzer.

Alumni Function — An event limited to collegiate and alumni members. Alumni must be listed on the
guest list.

Attendance List — A record of all members and guests who attended a registered social event.
Bar/Pub Crawl — A prohibited activity involving travel to multiple drinking venues.
Brotherhood/Sisterhood Function — An event open only to members of the hosting chapter.

Bulk Quantity — Any alcohol container exceeding a single serving (e.g., kegs, cases, punch bowls).
BYOB (Bring Your Own Beer) — Members 21+ may bring one 4-pack of 16 oz. beer or 12 oz. hard
seltzer (< 5% ABV) for personal consumption. Alcohol may not be purchased or shared using chapter

funds.

Chapter Funds — Any money (cash, Venmo, etc.) from a chapter account or collected from
members/alumni/guests. Use of funds to purchase alcohol is prohibited.

Chapter Premises — Any property owned, leased, rented, or visibly associated with a chapter (e.g.,
satellite house, annex).

Common Area — Shared spaces in chapter housing not designated as personal living quarters.
Common Source of Alcohol — Alcohol dispensed from a shared source (e.g., keg, punch bowl, shots).
Co-sponsor — An individual or group providing financial or logistical support for an event.

Date — One specifically invited guest per chapter member.

Date Function — An event where each chapter member may bring one guest.

Drinking Games — Prohibited games that involve consuming alcohol based on prompts or rules.
Event Classifications

e Alcohol-Free — No alcohol is present.
e BYOB - Guests bring their own beer or seltzer. No alcohol may be purchased with chapter funds.



e Third-Party Vendor (Private) — Hosted at a licensed venue with a cash bar operated by a
vendor unaffiliated with the chapter. Guests must be invited and on a guest list.

Event Monitor — A student who has completed OFSA Decisions: Alcohol Awareness course and serves
as a sober monitor at social events.

Guest — Any non-member (e.g., alumni, friends, visitors, significant others).
Guest List — A pre-submitted list of invited guests. Each member may invite only one guest.

Mixer (Up to 2 Chapters) — A private event for members of the sponsoring chapters only. Venue
occupancy must be observed.

Non-Alcoholic Function — An event where no alcohol is present or consumed.

Open Party — An event with unrestricted access or no guest list. Open parties are prohibited.
Overnight Events — Not permitted.

Party/Formal — A planned event hosted or co-hosted by one or more chapters with invited guests.
Private Event — Limited to collegiate members and their invited guests.

Ratio — The practice of adjusting guest admission to favor one gender. This is prohibited.

Social Function — Any planned event with members and/or guests (e.g., mixers, formals, date parties,
alumni events, parent events).

Spontaneous Gatherings — Unregistered gatherings involving members, guests, and alcohol. These are
prohibited.

Tavern — A business deriving over 50% of its annual revenue from alcohol sales.

Third-Party Vendor — A licensed and insured cash bar operator unaffiliated with the sponsoring
chapter(s).



